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1. Overview of State Department’s 2009 Human Rights Report (03-11-2010)
Report promotes observance of international human rights standards

U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, HuRights, and Labor
2009 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices
2009 Human Rights Report: Slovakia

Why the Reports Are Prepared

This report is submitted to the Congress by thedtepent of State in compliance with Sections
116(d) and 502B(b) of the Foreign Assistance Ac%61 (FAA), as amended. The law provides
that the Secretary of State shall transmit to theaRer of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate byuzelp 25 “a full and complete report regarding
the status of internationally recognized humantsgWwithin the meaning of subsection (A) in
countries that receive assistance under this gadt(B) in all other foreign countries which are
members of the United Nations and which are namilse the subject of a human rights report
under this Act.” We have also included reports evesal countries that do not fall into the
categories established by these statutes and tautcovered by the congressional requirement.
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In the early 1970s the United States formalizedesponsibility to speak out on behalf of
international human rights standards. In 1976 Cesgyenacted legislation creating a Coordinator
of Human Rights in the Department of State, a pwsiaiter upgraded to Assistant Secretary.
Legislation also requires that U.S. foreign anderpolicy take into account countries’ human
rights and worker rights performance and that agurports be submitted to the Congress on an
annual basis.

How the Reports Are Prepared

The Department of State prepared this report usifogmation from U.S. embassies and consulates
abroad, foreign government officials, nongovernrakand international organizations, and
published reports. The initial drafts of the indiwal country reports were prepared by U.S.
diplomatic missions abroad, drawing on informatile@y gathered throughout the year from a
variety of sources, including government officigisjsts, the armed forces, journalists, human
rights monitors, academics, and labor activistss Triformation gathering can be hazardous, and
U.S. Foreign Service personnel regularly go to tgegagths, under trying and sometimes dangerous
conditions, to investigate reports of human rigtlisse, monitor elections, and come to the aid of
individuals at risk, such as political dissidemntsl auman rights defenders whose rights are
threatened by their governments.

Once the initial drafts of the individual counteports were completed, the Bureau of Democracy,
Human Rights and Labor, in cooperation with othep&rtment of State offices, worked to
corroborate, analyze, and edit the reports, drawmtheir own sources of information. These
sources included reports provided by U.S. and dtheran rights groups, foreign government
officials, representatives from the United Nati@ms! other international and regional organizations
and institutions, experts from academia, and theéian®ureau officers also consulted experts on
worker rights, refugee issues, military and potmgics, women’s issues, and legal matters. The
guiding principle was to ensure that all informatigas assessed objectively, thoroughly, and fairly.

The reports in this volume will be used as a res®tor shaping policy, conducting diplomacy, and
making assistance, training, and other resouroeatibns. They also will serve as a basis for the
U.S. Government’s cooperation with private grouppromote the observance of internationally
recognized human rights.

The Country Reports on Human Rights Practices covemationally recognized civil, political
and worker rights, as set forth in the UniversatiBetion of Human Rights. These rights include
freedom from torture or other cruel, inhuman orrdegg treatment or punishment, from
prolonged detention without charges, from disapgeae or clandestine detention, and from other
flagrant violations of the right to life, libertynd the security of the person.

Universal human rights seek to incorporate resfped¢tuman dignity into the processes of
government and law. All persons have the rightatamality, the inalienable right to change their
government by peaceful means and to enjoy basddms, such as freedom of expression,
association, assembly, movement, and religion,omitlliscrimination on the basis of race, religion,
national origin, or sex. The right to join a freade union is a necessary condition of a free spcie
and economy. Thus the reports assess key intenadliigecognized worker rights, including the
right of association, the right to organize andyaanr collectively, the prohibition of forced or
compulsory labor, the status of child labor pragidhe minimum age for employment of children,
and acceptable work conditions.
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2. Biden Tells Israelis Status Quo Is Unsustainable (03-11-2010)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — Reaffirming the U.S. commitment t@#dis security, Vice President Biden told
Israelis that peace with an independent Paleststate is “profoundly” in their country’s interests

He urged both sides in the conflict to end the €yilviolence and distrust and move forward in
good-faith negotiations to reach a final peacdesatnt.

“I am an optimist about the prospects for peacabse | am a realist,” Biden said March 11 at Tel
Aviv University. Although achieving peace will bdfetult, “there is nowhere else to go,” he said.
“The status quo is not sustainable.”

Biden said a two-state solution is necessary teguve Israel’s identity and achieve lasting segurit
while also restoring Palestinian dignity and sepect, which is being denied by their current
predicament.

“It's no secret the demographic realities makadtréasingly difficult for Israel to remain both a
Jewish homeland and a democratic country in theradgsof the Palestinian state,” the vice
president said. “Genuine steps toward a two-statéisn are also required to empower those living
to live in peace and security with Israel and tdencut their rivals who will never accept that
future.”

Biden told his Israeli audience that the Palestiiathority, led by President Mahmoud Abbas and
Prime Minister Salam Fayyad, has been working taleat incitement against Israel and reform
Palestinian institutions, including building aneaftive security force that will be able to uphaa|
and order throughout the Palestinian territories.

“Their commitment to peace is an opportunity thastrbe seized,” he said. “Who has there been
better, to date, to have the prospect of setthingywith?”

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has eseld the idea of a Palestinian state and
improved the economy and freedom of movement infflest Bank by removing roadblocks and
checkpoints, Biden said.

“It's time for Israeli and Palestinian leaders tkkaowledge each other’s steps to heed this call,
even when more remains to be done — and for thielM@ido the same thing,” he said.

Indirect discussions must progress to direct tattsveen the two sides to resolve permanent-status
issues. These must “go promptly and go forwarddiodgfaith,” he said. “You've got to begin.”

Describing himself as a “strong supporter of ISré@loughout his 37 years as a U.S. public
official, Biden told the audience in Tel Aviv thetometimes only a friend can deliver the hardest
truth,” and he repeated lisndemnatiorof planned new Israeli settlement constructioRast
Jerusalem.

“Because that decision, in my view, underminedtthst required for productive negotiations, | ...
at the request of President Obama condemned it thatedy and unequivocally,” he said.
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Biden, Israeli President Peres at Expanded Groustinte
Vice President Biden’s Speech at Tel Aviv Universit

3. New Israeli Construction in Jerusalem Weakens Trust (03-10-2010)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — The announcement of new Israeli hgugiojects in East Jerusalem undermines
the trust needed between Israel and the Paleditoamave profitable peace negotiations, Vice
President Biden says.

He pledged a continued active role by the Obamarasiration to encourage talks between the two
sides.

There is “no viable alternative to a two-state 8ol that would result in the “independent, viable
and contiguous” Palestinian state that the UnitideS is fully committed to achieving, Biden said
March 10 in remarks with Palestinian Authority Rdesit Mahmoud Abbas in Ramallah. “We also
believe that the divide between the Israelis arlddbiaians can only be resolved by negotiations,”
he said.

Both parties must build an atmosphere that suppedse negotiations, rather than one that
complicates them, Biden said.

“The decision by the Israeli government to advgpleaning for new housing units in East
Jerusalem undermined ... the trust that we need migivt” he said. “That is whyimmediately
condemned the actidn

The Obama administration will hold both sides actahble “for any statements or actions that
inflame tensions or prejudice the outcome of tadlssthis decision did,” he said.

The vice president said the United States strosghyports efforts by the Palestinian Authority and
Prime Minister Salam Fayyad to strengthen Palestigbverning institutions, as well as to develop
“the economy of a state.” He said the lives of Baéans living in Gaza must improve as well, and
said the Authority “offers the possibility of a medul, independent and more prosperous future,” as
opposed to the “false promises of extremists.”

Israeli and Palestinian leaders will need to bsttrically bold” to end their long conflict, he dai
He pledged to Abbas that “the United States willagls stand with those who take the risk that
peace requires.”

UNUSUAL TIMING

State Department spokesman P.J. Crowley told reqgolMarch 10 that the timing of the March 9
housing announcement was “highly unusual,” sineevibe president was in Israel for meetings

with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and otheaéd officials. It also occurred one day after
Israel and the Palestinians agreed to resume oidaks.
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“This is precisely the kind of step that we congérta encourage the parties ... to avoid. It
undermines trust, and it certainly is not conduei creating the appropriate atmosphere for the
indirect talks to advance,” Crowley said.

Crowley said the Obama administration is in dismmsswith Israeli officials concerning the
announcement.

Now that both sides have agreed to indirect tadhesy have a responsibility to “take the appropriate
actions and avoid ... the kind of actions that undeentrust,” he said.

“This kind of situation is, in fact, the reason wig believe that they have to get in negotiatians s
they can put these issues on the table and regbkm] and then get to a formal agreement,”
Crowley said.

4. Defense Secretary Gates Cites Progress in Afghanistan (03-09-2010)

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.
Staff Writer

Washington — Defense Secretary Robert Gates tplorters in Kabul that long-term success in
Afghanistan ultimately will be determined by howlinbe Afghan government, with international
support, can respond to the Afghan people and ifi@speir loyalty.”

Gates, in Afghanistan to check on progress sineeabipns were expanded late last year, met
March 8 in the Afghan capital with Afghan Presidelaimid Karzai, U.S. Ambassador Karl
Eikenberry and Army General Stanley McChrystal, owander of U.S. forces and the International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF). He also visite8.Worces north of Kandahar March 9 to thank
them for their efforts and sacrifice.

“The most pressing matter we’ve discussed was tjemoperation that President Karzai approved
in Helmand province, where Afghan and internatidr@ps have succeeded in clearing almost all
of Marjah and Nad Ali,” Gates told reporters abmf press conference with Karzai. “Of course, the
operation in Marjah is only one of many battlesdme in a much longer campaign focused on
protecting the people of Afghanistan.”

Gates added that since McChrystal made protedtmgadpulation the centerpiece of his military
strategy, civilian casualties have been reduced.

As operations have expanded in Helmand provins®inthern Afghanistan, Gates said, Afghan
national security forces have taken on a greater Karzai has said his goal is to have 300,000
Afghan soldiers and police by the end of 2011. &atad he will continue to work with NATO

allies and other international partners to get ni@@ers and mentors to help achieve that goal.

“We're all united in wanting to see the Afghansiamse greater responsibility for the security of
their own country and their own people,” said Gateso last visited Afghanistan in December
2009 at the outset of expanded operations.

Soon after President Obama put McChrystal in chafderces in Afghanistan in 2009 and after
McChrystal had completed an in-depth review ofdeeurity situation there, McChrystal advised
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the president that the situation would deteriovétaout a substantial expansion of operations and
forces. But Gates said after meetings with McClaiythiat the general no longer sees the situation
deteriorating and that there have been a numbgofive developments.

In December 2009, the presidentieredan additional 30,000 U.S. forces to be sent tdhAfgstan,
and the international community, including NATOedl made pledgesf additional military and
civilian support, Gates said. So far, about 6,00at additional total have been sent to
Afghanistan, with the remainder expected to arbye¢he end of August.

“Improvements in the relations with Pakistan hamddged tangible results and increased
cooperation along the border,” Gates told report&fghan forces have also responded quite well to
Karzai's call to join the operations to securedbantry from an insurgency being waged by
remnants of the former Taliban regime.

Karzai told reporters that a peace jirga, a trassembly, will be convened in about a month and a
half and will solicit guidance from the Afghan pé®pn how to move forward toward reintegration
and reconciliation where it may be possible. Pathat reconciliation process is to convince some
of the Taliban insurgents to lay down their armg ampport the country, he said.

Karzai said that some of these insurgents weretbby circumstances or by other means to join
the Taliban, but they are not members of that regpmthe related al-Qaida terrorist network. And
those insurgents who renounce violence and thédrakand the al-Qaida network would be
included in the reconciliation.

“There are, we believe, thousands of those fighitmghe Taliban who do so out of economic
necessity or because they or their families haea ltimidated,” Gates said at the press
conference with Karzai. “It's important to crealte tconditions for them to rejoin Afghan society
and rejoin the Afghan political system.”

But Gates also said it is important that reconidiabe done at a time when it conforms to the
terms of the Afghan government, when those whaegenciled agree to or abide by the Afghan
constitution, disarm and dissociate with the Talibad al-Qaida.

5. Biden: Middle East Peace at Moment of “"Real Opportunity” (03-09-2010)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — Vice President Biden has welcomedtreement by Israel and the Palestinians to
hold indirect talks, saying renewed contact betwbertwo parties will help reduce the level of
mistrust between them and lead to a solution tivasgooth sides peace and secure, recognized
borders.

Speaking in Jerusalem March 9 with Israeli Pregi@amon Peres, Biden said the interests of
Israelis and Palestinians are “very much morena than they are in opposition” and called on both
sides to “step back and take a deep breath.”

During his earlier visits to the region during foag career in the U.S. Senate, Biden said, “tea id
that we would speak with certitude about a twoessatiution wasn’t so obvious.”
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The Israeli-Palestinian peace process always haddmponents, he said, with “the actual
definition of a state by borders and sovereign imityuand sovereign capabilities, but also the
actual stuff of which a state is made. Institutiomgerything from security forces to tax collection
capability and everything in between.” That procéssinder way,” he added.

Israel and the Palestinians “are at a moment dfogaortunity,” the vice president said.

Biden also met with Israeli Prime Minister Benjarietanyahu March 9 and will meet in
Ramallah March 10 with Palestinian Authority PresidMahmoud Abbas and Prime Minister
Salam Fayyad. He will also deliver a speech atAMal University March 11 before traveling to
Jordan March 12.

In a March 8 media note, Special Envoy for MiddesEPeace George Mitchell said both sides are
discussing “the structure and scope” of the inditalks. The Obama administration, Mitchell said,
hopes the talks “will lead to direct negotiatiolsssaon as possible.”

Mitchell returned to Washington for discussionshwitecretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton,
and plans to return to the Middle East the weelaich 14.

“We also again encourage the parties, and all cordeto refrain from any statements or actions
which may inflame tensions or prejudice the outcainthese talks,” Mitchell said.

Israel announced March 9 that it plans new housirieast Jerusalem. In a March 9 statement, Vice
President Biden condemned the decision, sayinguthiltteral action “cannot prejudge the outcome
of negotiations on permanent status issues,” ssidesalem.

“I condemn the decision by the government of Istaeldvance planning for new housing units in
East Jerusalem. The substance and timing of theuameement, particularly with the launching of
proximity talks, is precisely the kind of step tlhiaidermines the trust we need right now and runs
counter to the constructive discussions that I'ad here in Israel. We must build an atmosphere to
support negotiations, not complicate them,” Bidaiu s

Israel’s announcement also “underscores the negettoegotiations under way that can resolve all
the outstanding issues of the conflict,” Biden sauding that good faith negotiations can reach an
outcome that will realize the aspirations both sidave for Jerusalem.

6. Obama: Iraqi Election “Important Milestone” (03-08-2010)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — Millions of Iragis braved threats adlence to exercise their right to vote March 7,
and President Obama praised their courage and domemtito the democratic process, describing
the vote as an “important milestone in Iraqi higtor

Speaking to reporters at the White House Marché ptesident pledged continued U.S. support to
help the Iragis “take control of their future,” udaworking to responsibly end the war and the U.S.
troop presence in Iraq.
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“I congratulate the Iraqi people on their courdg®aghout this historic election. Today, in theefac
of violence from those who would only destroy, isapok a step forward in the hard work of
building up their country,” Obama said.

Press reports indicated that at least 35 people Wbed by bomb attacks in Baghdad March 7,
with additional attacks reported in Mosul, Fallugagquba and Samarra.

Obama said, “Al-Qaida in Irag and other extremigexl to disrupt Iraq’s progress by murdering
innocent Iragis who were exercising their democraghts,” but he added that the overall level of
security and the prevention of attacks “speakb&eogrowing capability and professionalism of Iraqi
Security Forces, which took the lead in providimgtpction at the polls.”

Along with Iraqis serving as poll station workerslabservers at the nearly 50,000 voting booths
and more than 8,000 polling stations across thatcpuraq’s Independent High Electoral
Commission organized and administered the votetla@resident said the election “makes it clear
that the future of Iraq belongs to the people aflt

Obama said the formation of a new Iraqi governniehkely to take months following the vote
count, adjudication of any alleged election frawads] the building of a governing coalition.

“In this process, the United States does not suggaosticular candidates or coalitions. We support
the right of the Iragi people to choose their o@aders,” he said.

He also warned of “very difficult days ahead” wittore violence, but said Iraq must be allowed to
exercise its sovereignty and independence.

“No one should seek to influence, exploit or digrilys period of transition. Now is the time for
every neighbor and nation to respect Iraq’s sogetgiand territorial integrity,” the president said

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton also cahgated the Iragi people in a March 7
statement, praising their determination to reaffin@ir commitment to democracy and a future
without fear or intimidation.

“There is no better rebuke to the violent extreawgho seek to derail Iraq's progress,” Clinton said

The U.S. ambassador to Iraq, Christopher Hill, ®RC television March 8 that Iraq had seen a
good campaign and a successful election. All aj' §r@olitical parties participated in the process,
he said, which was a contrast from the 2005 electidnich the Sunni population largely boycotted.

The Iraqgi public is “overwhelmingly supportive dii$ political process,” Hill said. He said he
believes that, despite challenges and rivalriesrantioe political parties, a government will be
formed.

“There have been a lot of conversations amongadhétions already. And ... it will be a protracted
period where there will be a lot of political hotsading,” he said.

General Ray Odierno, who commands U.S. forcesan, bold the MSNBC network March 8 that
American combat forces remain on schedule to l#aeountry by the end of August, and the
additional 50,000 troops that are scheduled to wtély December 2011 will be there in support of
Iraqgi forces.
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“We're focused on helping them in their instituapiece of their army, developing long-term
programs, developing long-term modernization progracontinuing to help them with their
logistics, continuing to help them with the suppatmilitary equipment, such as air sovereignty,
being able to protect their oil fields out in theaBian Gulf,” Odierno said.

Moreover, U.S. support for the Iragi people andrtimstitutions “will not end in December 2011,”
he said. “There'll have to be a continued commitrbgrthe embassy and all our great civilians
here, and the U.S. government, to continue to lhatpmove forward.”

7. Nuclear Treaty Still Curbs Spread of Weapons (03-08-2010)

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.
Staff Writer

Washington — While the threat of global nuclear Veagely has passed, the danger of nuclear
proliferation continues to make the 40-year-old lacNon-Proliferation Treaty as relevant today
as it was during the height of the Cold War, Presiddbama says.

The treaty, which is commonly known by its initidN®T, came into force March 5, 1970, and was
intended to limit the spread of nuclear weaponaals proposed by Ireland and Finland, which
were the first nations to sign it.

Obamamarking the treaty's 40th anniversary, said Marthab it is built on three pillars: nations
with nuclear weapons will move toward disarmamaatjons without nuclear weapons will forgo
them; and all nations have an “inalienable rigbtpeaceful nuclear energy. These pillars are also
central to Obama’s view of a world free from nucle@apons, which he first proposed inAgoril

5, 2009 speech in Prague

“To promote disarmament, the United States is wagykvith Russia to complete negotiations on a
new START Treaty [Strategic Arms Reduction Tredhgt will significantly reduce our nuclear
arsenals,” Obama said. “To prevent proliferatior,will build on the historic resolution that we
achieved at the United Nations Security Coulast Septembdry bringing together more than 40
nations at our Nuclear Security Summit next monitih whe goal of securing the world’s vulnerable
nuclear materials in four years.”

Negotiators from the United States and Russia baea working since early 2009 to draw up a
new treaty to replace the 1991 Strategic Arms Reolud reaty that expired in December 2009.
Obama said those negotiations are ongoing, andcessor treaty is expected soon.

The United States and Russia have agreed to nathiitreaty until a new agreement is reached,
saying that strategic stability is important. InrhA2009, when Obama and Russian President
Dmitry Medvedev held their first face-to-face megtin Londonthe two leaders pledged work

for a world free of nuclear arms, and said evefgrefvould be made before the end of this year to
reduce their nuclear arsenals with the long-teral gbreducing global nuclear tensions.

At the Moscow Summit in July 2009, Obama and Meeévedireed to reducthe number of

nuclear warheads each possesses to a range ofta,5@Y5 over seven years. The treaty would
also limit the means of delivery, which includeslear-powered submarines, long-range bombers
and intercontinental ballistic missiles. The mmssitan also be used to deliver non-nuclear
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warheads over the same distances, and that ha®beeari several highly technical areas of
discussion.

In Prague in April 2009, Obama called for a nuclieae world and he pledged to work for greater
arms control and nonproliferation goals. Obamalkamanes at a time when Washington is
enlisting Moscow’s support in curbing the nuclearbitions of both North Korea and Iran. The
United States and Russia participate in talks aiatemnvincing those two regimes to give up
weapons and long-range missile development programs

In his March 5 statement, Obama said that to ertherpeaceful use of nuclear energy, the United
States seeks a new framework for civil nuclear esajgon among nations, including an
international fuel bank and the necessary resoweésuthority to strengthen the International
Atomic Energy Agency.

“For nations that uphold their responsibilitiesapeful nuclear energy can help unlock advances in
medicine, agriculture and economic developmentai®a said.

Within weeks U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gatbpreisent to the president the Nuclear Posture
Review, which will define the Obama administrat®nuclear strategy for the United States. Every
administration develops one soon after coming affice. Many of the president’s objectives to
reduce the U.S. arsenal and define how it coulddeel will be included in the posture review.

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clintsaid March Shat because of the nonproliferation treaty,
more nations have given up nuclear weapons, oddd@gainst pursing them, than have acquired
them.

“We are reaffirming our NPT commitments to makegoess toward nuclear disarmament and
guarantee access to nuclear energy for peacefpbpes to all those abiding by their
nonproliferation commitments,” Clinton said.

In May, the nations that are signatories to thatyrevill convene at the United Nations for a
monthlong review conference, which takes place\efree years, to determine if additional
amendments are needed to strengthen the treaty.

“A key to the treaty’s success has been its ledahging structure, which holds member nations
accountable, discourages proliferation, and brthggenefits of nuclear energy to all corners ef th
world,” Clinton said.

8. Statement by President Obama on Iraqi Parliamentary Election (03-07-2010)
Obama congratulates people of Iraq for exercising their right to vote

| congratulate the people of Iraq for casting thaillots in this important parliamentary electibn.
have great respect for the millions of Iragis whfused to be deterred by acts of violence, and who
exercised their right to vote today. Their partatipn demonstrates that the Iragi people have
chosen to shape their future through the polificatess.

| commend the Iragi government and Iraqgi SecurdxcEs for providing security at nearly 50,000
voting booths at more than 8,000 polling statiocr®ss Iraqg. We mourn the tragic loss of life today,
and honor the courage and resilience of the Iragpfe who once again defied threats to advance
their democracy. Hundreds of thousands of Iratjiyworkers contributed to the effort, as well as
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domestic party and civil society observers. Iratigens around the world also participated in these
elections, including Iraqis living in the U.S. wkioted in Arlington (VA), Chicago, Dallas,
Dearborn, Nashville, Phoenix, San Diego, and Sandisco.

The important work of Iraq’s Independent High Eéat Commission (IHEC) will continue in the
days to come as it counts ballots, tabulates eanlll investigates complaints. We also salute the
invaluable assistance provided by the United Natidssistance Mission in Irag (UNAMI).

President Obama’s Remarks on Iraqgi National Elactio
Secretary Clinton’s Remarks on Iraqi National Bats

9. Obama Marks 40th Anniversary of Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (03-05-2010)
President outlines three pillars to stop the spread of nuclear weapons

Forty years ago today, in the midst of a Cold Wae, Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT) entered into force, becoming theerstane of the world’s efforts to prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons. Today, the threatadfadinuclear war has passed, but the danger of
nuclear proliferation endures, making the basigaiarof the NPT more important than ever:
nations with nuclear weapons will move toward disament, nations without nuclear weapons will
forsake them, and all nations have an “inalienaiglat” to peaceful nuclear energy.

Each of these three pillars -- disarmament, noifpration and peaceful uses -- are central to the
vision that | outlined in Prague of stopping theesl of nuclear weapons and seeking a world
without them.

To promote disarmament, the United States is wgriiith Russia to complete negotiations on a
new START Treaty that will significantly reduce quuiclear arsenals. Our forthcoming Nuclear
Posture Review will move beyond outdated Cold Warking and reduce the number and role of
nuclear weapons in our national security strateggn as we maintain a safe, secure and effective
nuclear deterrent. In addition, we will seek tifyahe Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and
negotiate a treaty to end the production of fissikerial for use in nuclear weapons.

To prevent proliferation, we will build on the hosic resolution that we achieved at the United
Nations Security Council last September by bringogether more than 40 nations at our Nuclear
Security Summit next month with the goal of secgitime world’s vulnerable nuclear materials in
four years. At this spring’s treaty review confece and beyond, we will continue to work with
allies and partners to strengthen the NPT andftrenthe rights and responsibilities of every
nation, because the world cannot afford additigmaliferation or regional arms races.

Finally, to ensure the peaceful use of nucleargnehe United States seeks a new framework for
civil nuclear cooperation among nations, includamginternational fuel bank and the necessary
resources and authority to strengthen the InteynatiAtomic Energy Agency. For nations that
uphold their responsibilities, peaceful nuclearrggean help unlock advances in medicine,
agriculture and economic development.

It took years of focused effort among many natitanisring the NPT into force four decades ago
and to sustain it as the most widely embraced auegreement in history. On this 40th
anniversary, the United States reaffirms our restdvstrengthen the nonproliferation regime to
meet the challenges of the 21st century as we pusuultimate vision of a world without nuclear
weapons.
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